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Pete—World Citizen 


How a Filipino lad used the 


Marine, as told by the Associate Field Secretary 


money he gathered in his travels in the M. erchant 


of the Pasadena Office of 


the American Bible Society 


BY CULVER H. NELSON 


yis is the story of a friend of mine whose name 
leis Pedro Yleto. “Pete,” as he is more familiarly 
called, is a native of Panay Island in the Philippines. 
Back in 1923 he came to this new and strange land 
: of America. After re- 


turning to his home 


country for a visit he 
finally decided in 1926 


in America. 

He tossed around 
here and there for 
a while, finally com- 
ing in contact with 
Mr. Alfred Blair. Since 
1931 Pete has been a 
faithful employee of 
Mr. Blair, who is the 
representative of the 
American Bible Soci- 
ety here in Pasadena 
and is a man who him- 
self has given many rich years of service to that great 
cause in this area. 

Anyway, Pete continued with Mr. Blair and grad- 
ually became “Americanized.” Then came Decem- 
ber of 1941—Pearl Harbor, Guam, Midway, Wake; 
and then the terrible scourging by fire of the Philip- 
pine Islands. Tragedy stalked the earth. Pete just 
_couldn’t idly sit by while his own people lost their 
land and their privileges. But no branch of service 
would take Pete because of a minor physical disa- 
bility, and also because Pete couldn’t handle the 
English language quite as adequately as might be 
desirable. 

Finally, however, Pete did find a branch of service 
in which he was acceptable. He joined the United 
States Merchant Marine. From 1943 until 1947 he 
helped in that dangerous task of transporting scarce 
material goods through submarine-infested waters. 
He traveled many thousands of miles, and soon 
names like Cairo, the Suez Canal, India, Italy and 
Spain became more than just spots on a world map. 


Pedro Yleto 


to settle permanently . 


Later, he went into the South Pacific, the Panama 

Canal, the Hawaiian Islands, Guadalcanal, Borneo 

and Tahiti. Pete had become a world traveler. 
During these travels around the world Pete natu- 


rally had to exchange much of his own pay for that. 


type of money which was usable in the particular | 
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country where he found himself. As he left each 


foreign port he found himself still in possession of 
some unspent coins and bills, and by the time the 


war ended and Pete returned to civilian life, he had a 


sizable collection of foreign money. 

For a while he didn’t know what to do with it. 
Then he heard of the crying need for Scriptures the 
world over. He heard of the needs in his own country, 
the Philippines, where the printing plates were de- 
stroyed, where the people were begging for the Book, 
but where it was not to be had. He heard also of the 
needs in Russia, where over a hundred million people 
can now read and write, who could not do so twenty 
years ago. He heard of the needs in Japan, where the 
Bible is so scarce that it was difficult for the church 
leaders to keep it out of the black market. He heard 
of the needs in China, Africa and a score of other 
lands. So he boxed up his money and turned it over 
to the American Bible Society as his gift to the need- 
ier peoples of the world. 

Today this money is being turned into Bibles. It 
is making its way back into many of those same 
countries from which Pete first took it several years 
ago. But this time, instead of being mere coins and 
paper bills, it is Bibles and New Testaments. This 
time it brings more than just physical life. It also 
brings spiritual life; and with Pete and others like 
him, who have recognized this great world need, we 
suddenly are impressed with the fact that while man 
does live by bread he “‘does not live by bread alone.” 

Pete was a “world traveler.’ Now he is seeking to 
help the peoples of all these lands he so recently 
visited, by sending them the Scriptures. Now Pete 
has become a “‘world citizen’? whose life is bound to- 
gether with his brethren throughout the earth by the 
spiritual ties which he has helped create with this 
unique gift of his. 
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HE Bible and the Church—the Church and 
. the Bible. They are inseparable, no matter in 
hat order they may be placed. One cannot get 
ong without the other, and any effort to make 
m stand alone will always be ineffectual if not 
isastrous. 
‘The Church is an institution ordained of God. 
its full fruition it is the “Body of Christ.” He 
“the head over all things to the church.” 
The Church is his body—his hands by which 
works among men, his feet by which he travels 
e highways and the byways of the world, his 
t with which he loves all humanity, feeling 
€ pain and anguish of the tormented nations. 
hrough his Church must his will be done in 
th as in heaven. 
Jesus Christ is the only hope of men and na- 
ms, and he chooses to work through the 
hurch of which he is the head. 
The Bible is the gnly primary source of knowl- 
ge about Jesus Christ. 
In this Book is the story of his life. In this 
k is the story of the early Church and its 
sowth in the then known world. 

In this Book are the records—the only records 
of his spoken words. He himself is the Word 
carnate. “The Word was made flesh, and 
elt among us.” 
The whole Book is the revelation of God to 
en. God at sundry times and in divers manners 
ke in times past unto the fathers by the 
ophets, but spoke at last unto us by his Son, 
-hom he appointed heir of all things and by 
-hom also he made the worlds. 

The record of all these things we have in the 
k which we know as the Bible. 
And we—we who love the Lord Jesus—who 
e we? We are members of his body, the 
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| The Bible and the Church 


Church; and the custodians of his Book. We are 
stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

And what are we to do? We are to advance his 
Church in the world, not by conforming our- 
selves to this world, but by being transformed by 
the renewing of our minds. 

In our communities we are to be his Epistles 
known and read of all men. In more distant 
places we are to go by means of our gifts, which 
support other men and women who go in person 
in our places. 

In our own lives we must read, mark, learn 
and inwardly digest his Word. That comes first; 
and then we must make provision through our 
gifts for his Book to go with his Church, and often 
ahead of his Church, to the whole world. We 
cannot translate it, but others can for us. We 
cannot print it, but others can for us. We cannot 
carry it on its world journeyings, but others can 
do it for us. 

Our gifts, no matter how small, given for the 
circulation of the Scriptures, makes us sharers 
in the great mission of the Church everywhere 
in hundreds of languages. ‘Through us as mem- 
bers of the Body of Christ, and through his 
printed Word, every man can hear in his own 
tongue, wherein he was born, the wonderful 
works of God. 

There is no greater evangelist than the Book 
itself. Many have testified that they have found 
their Lord through the Bible alone, with only 
the Holy Spirit as interpreter. 

Jeremiah reported the challenge of his day: 
“Behold, they say unto me, Where is the word 
of the Lord? Let it come now.” 

One of our foremost duties as Christians in a 
chaotic world is to give the people the Word of 
the Lord now. 
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Rain on Thirsty Soil 


With this expression of thanks from an Officer of the Aid Society Be 
Germany, there came to the Bible Society forty pages listing the various people, churches, schools and ~ A 
other groups who had sent their word of thanks for the Scriptures provided by American people through =~ 


of the Evangelical Churches of 


the Bible Society is 


BY HERBERT KRIMM S 


ue American Churches, headed by the Lutheran 

denominations, have stretched out a brotherly 
helping hand to their fellow Christians, a hand which 
was not empty but full of love, full of gifts against 
starvation and poverty. They have not forgotten the 
~ poverty of souls, and have sent the Bread of bite, the 
Holy Scriptures. Millions of Bibles, New ‘Testaments 
and Gospels have been sent to Germany either in the 
shape of money for the purchase of paper and cellu- 
lose to be processed in Germany, or as finished Ger- 
man Bibles and New ‘Testaments. This blessed gift 
had an effect on all four zones of Germany like rain 
on thirsty soil. 

Thirsty soil—such had the German communities 
become since the printing of Scriptures had been pro- 
hibited for fifteen years. How many Bibles were 
burned during air-raid nights, how many had to be 
left behind during the flight, how many were lost or 
stolen by the enemy from the East? The reports are 
heartbreaking. Old women tell how they had to let 
go their Bible and hymn book, clutched to their breast, 
before they were expelled from their home after threats 
and slaps with the pistol-butt. Released prisoners re- 
late that Russian soldiers took everything from them; 
even their pocket Bible, and trampled on it. Guilt and 
fate have made the Word of God rare in Luthér’s 
home country. People have suffered greatly from the 
loss of the upholding power of God’s Word in their 
distress. ‘“We realize only now what a treasure the 
Word of God was for us,” 
writes a Breslau refugee in 
his letter of thanks for his 
Bible. The spiritual loneli- 
ness rings in all letters deal- 
ing with the terrible days 
when there were no Bibles. 
“With your gift of a Bible 
you have satisfied a hunger 
anda thirst which was worse 
than the physical one,” 
writes a Hamburg pastor. 

German people have ex- 
perienced what a treasure 
the Bible can be. After the 
period of overfeeding with 
propaganda literature dur- 
ing the Nazi régime, Ger- 
many went through a pe- 
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German Bibles from America find Happy Owners in a 
German Sunday School 


riod of low tide during which books and even jour- 
nals were unobtainable. Thus the Bible was the 
first building-stone for a new library—the first book 
for a lot of families to own. x 

Shortly after the breakdown the demand for Bibles, 
Testaments, Gospels, lesson books for religious teach- 
ing, for hymn and service books grew considerably. 
Not only families asked for them, but parsons, schools, 
confirmation classes and community workers. The 
call to the brothers in the faith actoss the sea was 
heard. The arrival of the first cases of Bibles was the 
first proof of the fact that Germany’s moral isolation 
was terminated ... rain on thirsty soil. 


Who Receives the Gifts? 


Who received and receives the blessed gift of Bi- 
bles? Practically all groups in all zones, church work- 
ers, young people, students, women’s leagues, moth- 
ers, families, refugees and internment camps, hospi- 
tals, war invalids, aged people and quite a number of 
those who have erred but now seek their way back to 
Christ. 

The lack of Bibles meant a great emergency for re- 
ligious education. A Rhine community which got an 
allocation of 200 Bibles reported 622 pupils who had 
no Bible at home. In another school there were six to 
eight children who have to share one Bible. How 
should these children become familiar with the Bible 
and learn to love it, if they never held it in their 
hands? In a Hamburg 
school not one among 40 
boys between 12 and 14 
knew the Fourth Com- 
mandment. Inanother class 
not one of 42 pupils owned 
a Bible, and only three a 
book of Bible history. One 
pastor writes: ““My lessons 
would have been empty, 
pale and difficult except for 
the gift of Bibles.” Ina re- 
port from the Bavarian 
mountains it is stated: 
“Again and again children 
will come, barefooted, 
carrying their school feed- 
ing-bowl and pleading with 
expectant eyes to be given 
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“Bible or a New Testament. They go home very 
kappy and promise to read and learn and be good, 
| take the book along to the children’s service.” 
. the Odenwald a refugee boy even bartered his 
i e for a New Testament. A Liibeck schoolgirl 
rites: “Now we know what we have missed. But I 
rall make up for it in my off hours.”” Another school- 
rl, from Bavaria, states: ‘‘We do not want the Bible 
3a lesson book. We want it as a guide for life.” 

The gratitude of teachers for the help in their 
saching is no less. “The religious training of the 
oung is a different thing altogether when the New 
estament can be read in common and the children 
n read it again at home. I think this is the best help 
e have for doing away with a lot of misunderstand- 
igs regarding the Bible which have arisen during the 
st decades.” 

If the Holy Scriptures are a necessity in the reli- 
ous lessons, the same must be said even more em- 
atically with regard to the confirmation classes. 
pastors have often stood in despair in front of their 
confirmation groups. At one place 38, at another 
, at still another 60 pupils had no Bible at home. 
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Bible groups among young people was practically 
alyzed. ““How should our work reach down into 
ne every day life of the girls if only one among the 
xty of us owned a Bible?” Thus writes the head of 
Bible circle. How many Bible lectures could not 
ve been established except for the issue of Bibles 
ming from America? The Barmen pastor is per- 
stly right when he writes: ““The Word of God can- 
t influence the daily life of our young folk and be a 
scisive power within their existence unless they can 
ve with their own Bible. In our utter helplessness we 
‘ceived your New Testaments, which are an essen- 
al weapon against the urgent need.” 
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tudents and the Word 


The studies of theological students were formerly 
urdened with an enormous ballast of scientific lit- 
ature. Textbooks and theological libraries have be- 
me rare in Germany. A Gdttingen theological stu- 
ent draws up the situation most characteristically: 
We can borrow most of our books for a single day 
nly, or just for some hours. We have to rely upon the 
sible, more or less. We are unable to read much 
bout’ the Bible, so we come back to read the Bible 
-self. We are all the more grateful for that.” 


Blessed Hour 


‘The world of gratitude which wells up from the 
roups of homeless expellees is specially touching. 
fere are the words of an East Prussian refugee: “I 
xpress my most cordial thanks for the gift of a Bible. 
am a refugee from the East. We had to leave our 
ountry and our home, where my people have been 
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ome of them had never set eyes on a Bible. The work 


living for hundreds of years. Our churches are de- 
stroyed. We wander about without plan or end. Pov- 
erty and hopelessness raise doubts of justice in the 
hearts of many. In this situation the Bible was a pre- 
cious gift. I feel it as a blessing that there are people 
in the United States who have sympathy with us. 
May the Word of God unite mankind even where 
borders and languages separate them!’ It is the same 
feeling over and over again which rings in the various 
letters of thanks; “‘A pillar of reconstruction for a new 
life... the first and most precious Book for a new li- 
brary ...a good start... the best gift... a support 
and an anchor... a token of Christian love’ —those 
are the words which are repeated again and again. 
A parson writes: “It is the most beautiful mental serv- 
ice for a minister to make the gift of a Bible to seeking 
and questioning people.’ Or another: “Refugees who 
live among Catholics hold out their hands for a Bible 
with a much greater longing than usual. Many a Bible 
has found its way to the loneliness of scattered dis- 
tricts, to refugee families in the far-off farms, to the 
aged and lonely, to the ‘moral returnees’, the interned, 
to the sick, and solitary invalids.’’-—‘‘I wish the donors 
could get a glimpse of the happiness, the tears of joy 
and gratitude and of the thanksgiving prayers,” writes 
a Nuremburg pastor after a Bible distribution in a 
camp. 

“Those are blessed hours when we distribute Bi- 
bles,” says another letter. ““‘We always make a fes- 
tival of it, either by holding a service, or we choose 
confirmation day or Christmas or a baptism or wed- 
ding day. With every Bible gift a prayer rises to 
heaven: God bless the donor and his gift!” 


The Blessing of Our Time 


Have war, starvation and distress turned the Ger- 
mans into materialists and nihilists? Surely there may 
be some. The answer of the majority of people is 
found in the demand for Bibles, by the flood of letters 
of thanks. The example of the prisoner of war who 
bartered part of his rations for a Bible is more than an 
individual story; it is a proof for the truth of the Bi- 
ble’s own word: ‘‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God.” 

We talk so much of the hardships of these times and 
so seldom of the blessings. The people in Germany 
who have received the gift of Scriptures feel that their 
prayers are granted; their faith is strengthened and 
they are blessed. They see a visible sign of an invisible 
union of all Christians in the world. And that makes 
the gift—all gifts, even the material ones—all the 
more valuable for them. They feel the fellowship of 
faith, realization of ecumenical thinking; and they 
are filled with new courage and new confi- 
dence, thanks to the visible token of love which 
they had themselves forgotten to practice for a 
long time. 
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Where Bibles Will Count. 


We publish here excerpts from a tract distributed by the Far Eastern Gospel Crusade and | 
written by a veteran missionary in Japan. We have found nothing that more clearly portrays 
the golden opportunity for the Gospel in Japan 


BY ANNE F. DIEVENDORF 


s we look back over the last twenty-five years and 
A recall the restrictions with which we battled in 
our missionary work, we say, “‘Can this be the same 
Japan?” In our pioneer evangelism we found it more 
and more difficult to rent a plot of land to pitch our 
tent or to rent a hall for a Gospel meeting, and in- 
creasingly difficult to hold children’s Evangels or Sun- 
day school. Finally, in the late thirties, after the China 
Incident broke out, we were asked not to travel from 
town to town without a permit; asked not to speak in 
public without notifying the police (usually the out- 
line of our lecture was required); and later the chil- 
dren were forbidden by the school authorities to at- 
tend any Christian gathering. Besides all this we were 
asked to keep a record of the names of our callers, 
with addresses, for police inspection. The restrictions 
closed in upon us so that our hands were paralyzed. 
Then came the war and the long four years of intern- 
ment. My sister, Miss Francis, and I were guided to 
remain in Japan, and the subsequent providences 
have vindicated that guidance. 

When we were released from internment we came 
back to another world—another Japan! Japan de- 
pleted, crushed, humiliated—but free!! In the proc- 
ess of emancipation the falsity and deception of pa- 
gan faiths were exposed, in a measure; and the people 
found what they had been clinging to crumbled away 
and their hands and hearts were empty. Free—but 
empty, bewildered, confused. Free—but blinded by 
the superstitions of the past. Free—but not knowing 
which way to turn. General MacArthur perceived 
this and writes of the “spiritual vacuum of the Japan- 
ese people.” 

The educated people of Japan seem so enlightened 
and cultured; can they be as blind as the rest? And 
we answer, “‘Yes! ‘They have been educated in sci- 
ence, philosophy, and so on, without being given the 
Key to Life.” What is the meaning of life? Why am I 
here? Where am I going? Such questions only mock 
the soul; and the more so, where one is educated 
without Christ. 

For the first few months after war closed, the peo- 
ple seemed dazed, stunned, in a haze of bewilder- 
ment. ‘’hen the awakening! “Give us something de- 
pendable, something that will not change or be swept 
away in a few years.”’ And again, “We must have 
something to cling to, something to put our faith in. 
What zs there?” 

Newspapers and magazines are talking about the 
greatrevolution in Japan, —political, educational, eco- 
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nomical, social. It is left for us to depict the spiritual 
revolution. Everywhere the people are reaching out 
after the Christian message. Formerly people came 
seeking, one by one; now they come in groups. In our” 
Prefecture (Ehimo) we are asked to speak before goy- 
ernment officials, teachers, students, nurses, railroad 
officials, factory workers, women’s clubs; each group 


making their appeal to us to come! “What is the ear 


While American Soldiers look on, a Japanese Student offers 
the New Testament on the Street Corner 


liest date you can give our town? our school??? And 
after every lecture a group of earnest seekers come 
and ask to hear more. Often a Bible-study class is 
formed. All through the past months my sister and I 
have traveled from town to city, meeting groups of 
five hundred to a thousand and over. 

We had a three-day meeting in a mountain town 
where there was a church built before the war. The 
first night the building was crowded. The people lis- 
tened eagerly to a vital message on salvation through 
Christ. At the close we asked all who wished to hear 
more to raise their hands. Almost every hand went 
up. Then all who wished to be prayed for, were asked 
to remain. ‘They all remained! The next day arrange- 
ments were made to hold the services in a larger hall 
at the school. Again we preached Christ and Him 
crucified, in that school hall where for five years the 
very word Christianity had been banned. Some came 
to the assurance of saving faith that night. 

Recently the Education Department of the City 
Office asked us to speak before the principals of all 
the schools in Matsuyama and environs. There were 
about a hundred present. We spoke of the principles 
that underly true education, summing it all up with 
our usual message. The lectures ended just before 
noon. A group of principals came to us and asked if 
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- would 1 not take lunch at the school and afterward 
ve time for discussion. We consented. When we as- 
snbled for discussions, the men all wanted to talk at 
ice about the hope that came to them during the 
orning lectures. In their distress and bewilderment 
sy had seen a guiding light as they had listened. 
ince that time we have been flooded with invita- 
pms to speak to their students and faculties. There 
= not days enough, and you can imagine how our 
sarts are torn when we have to send back the reply: 
No hope of visiting your school for the present.” 
Just recently in passing, I was able to stop off one 
ht at my former station in Hiroshima Province 
ukuyama). One of the Christians, discovering I was 
re, called together a group of young men w ho had 
d my messages for the first time when I was there 

ee months before. How their faces had changed! 
ich one told me of the transition from confused rea- 
wings and darkness into clear light of faith in God. 
¢ sang together “On Christ, the Solid Rock, I 
nd.” One of them feels the call to the Christian 
nistry—a quick transit from a barren desert to the 
rden of service for God. 

What words shall we use to picture the hunger of 
is nation after the Truth? Everywhere we go the 
Ids are white already unto harvest. Did ever such a 
ll challenge the Christian youth of America? When 
~ think of the young men who fought so valiantly to 

n the war, surely there are those who will invest 

reir lives in the Christian warfare against darkness, 


.T the beginning of the Pacific war, practically all 
mission chapels had to close down; and when the 
3gmmunists came, most of the remaining struggling 
-angelists left the field for safer regions. But not so 
ith Colporteur Wang Liang-chen and Pastor Tu 
Hhung-san of the Chinese Christian Church of Yu- 
yeng. They remained to help the hundreds of Chris- 
ans in their sorrowful plight. They met with all 
nds of hardships, persecutions and endless question- 
gs. Having become used to these during the days of 
upanese occupation, they worked cheerfully, with- 
at any thought for the morrow. 

Then of a sudden, on the 8th of September, a large 
-oup of “farmer soldiers” with big swords and spears 
ame. They tied Pastor Tu Chung-san and Colpor- 
‘ur Wang Liang-chen and took them to the “Farm- 
-s Association,” where they beat them and put 
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superstition, paganism, and bring Christ to a seeking 
people. We have no time to spare. Who will get there 
first—the Communist or the Gospel messenger? 

We are still doing a great deal of relief work on the 
side. ‘The clothing which has come to us is protecting 
many a wee child and many a grown-up from the 
biting cold and winter winds. The medicine sent has 
done its healing work and opened hearts’ doors to the 
Gospel. Considerable food has been distributed to 
those in need. 

Our Japanese Christian workers are doing their 
best, but they are few; and they are depleted and 
worn after eight solid years of war. During all these 
war years it has been impossible to train new recruits 
for Christian service. All young men were thrust into 
war work of some kind. At this hour we need mission- 
aries with the fresh vigor and strength of their young 
lives. We need them both to preach to the people and 
also to help in the training of Japanese evangelists; 
and we need Bibles, thousands of them, in the Japan- 
ese language. 

The American Bible Society has sent to Japan, we 
are told, over a million New Testaments and 120,000 
whole Bibles, but there still seems to be a crying need. 
There are 60,000,000 people in Japan and practically 
every one of them can read. Bibles are possibly more 
effective in Japan than in any mission field, just for 
that reason; so send us Testaments and Bibles for 
these eager, hungry, hopeful people who are so ready 
for salvation! 


Among the Communists of North China 


Stories of heroism and devotion taken from the Report 
of the Peiping Bible House for the year 1947 


BY FRANK K. JOWE 


them in prison. They then asked why, in these days of 
enlightenment, they preached Christianity, an out- 
moded superstition. They must have some ulterior 
purpose; they must be in the employment of the 
American Government for the purpose of getting news 
about the ‘Communists. Then they were tortured in 
all sorts of ways. Wang suffered even more than Tu 
because he was more outspoken. After two weeks of 
imprisonment his legs turned black from the beat- 
ings. About the time when he was to be hanged by a 
device which they call a “wheel,” for no explainable 
reason—as far as they or the Christians who had been 
wrestling in prayer for them could see—they were re- 
leased. But they were forced to remain in the locality 
and not go elsewhere. Wang was fined two bushels 
of wheat, his whole fortune and the very food he 
needed to tide his family over the winter. About the 
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middle of October he secured permission to go to 
Hopei Province. Walking on his lame legs he was not 
able to reach the Tsinan Bible House, a distance of 
thirty miles, until the end of the month. 


Kung Hsien-shan is a direct descendant in the sev- 
enty-sixth generation of the famous sage Confucius. 
His home is in Chiifu, the county of Confucius. Short- 
ly after his conversion he decided to give his life to 
‘Christ, and his good wife joined him in this sacred 
vow. For more than twenty years they have been 
preaching and distributing the Scriptures over that 
wide plain. A devout Christian in New Zealand had 
contributed towards his support through the Society 
right up to the time of the Pacific war. When I wrote 
Mr. Kung from Tsinan that he would be retired from 
his work in the Society if he could find other means of 
livelihood, he and his wife wept three consecutive 
days. Finally they replied that they would never give 
up this sacred work, whether the Society would pay 
him a salary or not. During the war years the Bible 
House in Tsinan only paid him a nominal sum and he 
had to grind his own millet and eat the chaff as well, 
to make ends meet. 

His report, which just came in, contains these words: 
“We cannot go out every day as we used to now, for 
we have to seek out a Christian who is familiar with 
the country, otherwise we would speedily meet with 
difficulty. Once I went with our pastor (of the Meth- 
odist Church) to a place called T’u Men. The New 
Fourth Route Army (Communist) took us captive 
right away and told us to our face that we were Mei 
T’e (American spies). Of course we denied it, where- 
upon they separated us and queried us each one sep- 
arately. I prayed all night about it. The next morning 
a woman soldier came into my cell and before long 
. she said she was a Christian. Through her influence 
we were freed the next day without even having a 
guarantor. 

“Another time I went out with a Christian who 
was a local farmer by the name of Wei Hsiao-kung. 
We were taken into custody in spite of Wei’s famili- 
arity with the local authorities. However, they let 
Wei go first without letting me know about it. I 
prayed aloud to myself, sang loudly and preached 
to them about the salvation of Christ. They all said 
I was crazy. After a while an officer came and queried 
me concerning many doctrines and then released me.” 
Mr. Kung made a careful diary of his trips, in which 
he recorded 1,900 interested buyers of the Gospel, of 
whom sixty had openly confessed Christ; sixteen of 
these had registered in the book of some church, and 
seven had already received baptism. 


Sang Kia-hsun escaped from his home town, the 
Communist-infested Ch’ang-Lo, a little more than 
half a year ago. He is now making his home in the 
Presbyterian center, Lo-Tao-Yuan, at Wei-Hsien, 
Shantung. He goes out preaching and distributing 
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‘ i Sone) Si he a 
pleasing appearance, he often seeks opportunities | 


. . REN Ser preys ae Bore pepe ce 
in the surrounding region. A gentleman with a vel 


get in touch with primary-school teachers and pupi 
and with army officers. He is often invited to prez 
to them. Definite figures are lacking, but a numbe 
of officers and quite a few students have been led to 
study what the Scriptures tell of Christ as the sal 
tion of the world. With only his meagre salary and 


bound to be pretty simple. However, when unexpect— 
ed refugee Christians from the Communist territory 


Mr. Jowe explains the Gospel Story to a Village Boy in ‘ o 
North China 


come, he pours more water into his porridge to 
make it do for two. In this way he is winning many to 
Christ. i 


Lu Yen-lu, our stand-by and oldest veteran co1por- 
teur, is still making the refugee camp his headquar- 
ters. He visits everyone, room by room and family by 
family. His advanced years are rather an advantage, 
in that he can go into any house or family without 
giving offense. His fatherly manner adds weight to 
his words about the Lord. He has just sent this piece. 
of good news in a letter to me: “For twenty years I 
have been praying for the handful of Christians in 
Hsin Tien Tze. A few days ago they invited me to 
come and preach, They have built a new church 
building and were that very day baptizing thirteen. 
Christians and receiving them into the church. My 
prayer has been amply answered. ss 
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‘As I went out to distribute Bible portions one day, 
vame to the headquarters of the General Buddhistic 
ssociation of Shantung. I was just going in, when 
ymeone stopped me, saying, ‘Non-Buddhists are not 
lowed.’ I replied, ‘My grandfather and great-grand- 
thers all were Buddhist believers.’ So they allowed 


se to enter and I had a grand time there. Still an- 
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* st. Mark for the 


VIGH in the mountains of Chiapas in the southern 
4% corner of Mexico live nearly twenty thousand 
dians who speak little or no Spanish. In mud-cov- 
2d huts, scattered over the steep mountains where 
‘ains much of the year, live the Chol Indians. How 
=lcome to the ears of these men and women must be 
message ‘Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 
-avy laden,” for they spend their lives tending little 
tches of corn, cultivating them with pointed sticks, 
ding the kernels and carrying the puny harvest 
er the rugged, muddy trails to the markets in the 
lleys. Superstition, idolatry and witchcraft flourish 
qong the Chols. 

But a new sun has been shining on their misery. 
sadually the Good News has been spreading. A 
exican who had become a Christian, through read- 
+ the Scriptures, without formal preparation, set 
t to make God known to the Chols by visiting scat- 
ved villages and huts. Congregations of Christians 
~w up in several communities. In due time there 
thered in the town of Tumbala some 300 Chols 
larly each week-end for Sunday services. Many 
the people came from outlying villages and dis- 
‘ets. Sometimes a Mexican layman would help them 
ith their meeting. One day a Chol Indian visiting in 
umbala attended the service and noticed that there 
2re noimages. Learning that the believers met to wor- 
ip the true and living God not made with hands, 
d Jesus Christ His Son, he heard the Gospel for the 
~st time. Convinced of the Truth, he returned to his 
lage to tell his family and his neighbors. Other Chol 
istians visited these areas to help the new inquir- 
-s, Gradually the growing group began to plan for 
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other day I went to a Taoist Temple, where there are 
five Taoists residing, and I sold several copies of Gos- 
pels to them; and one of the women Taoists said to 
me, ‘We have no money. Would you take a few 
loaves of our newly steamed bread for them?’ I gladly 
accepted. The bread was worth many times more 
than the price of the Gospel copies.” 


‘Singing’ Chols 


e | The story of Still Another Language to receive its Furst Portion of the Scripture in the 
native tongue—one of Ten Languages added to the list in 1947 


BY *MARGAR EDT) HIDES 


its own chapel. All this went on with no systematic 
help from missionaries. Occasionally a worker from 
the Mexican Presbyterian Church under the direc- 
tion of the mission of the Reformed Church of Amer- 
ica would visit groups of Chol worshipers and baptize 
the accepted believers. How greatly these struggling 
souls need the New Testament to help them grow in 
Christian knowledge! 


Singing Chols attending the Institute at Tumbala, Chiapas, 

in February, 1948. On the front row Mr. Van Engen sits 

between Mrs. Aulie with her baby and Mr. Aulie with lis 
accordion. 


At length, in 1940 two girls went to live among the 
Chols, hoping to learn the language and to help the 
Indians on toward a fuller spiritual stature. With suc- 
ceeding partners, all like herself trained by the Wy- 
cliffe Translators, Evelyn Woodward persevered in 
the face of many difficulties until she could help the 
visiting preachers by speaking directly in the Chol 
language. Hymns were prepared, and the meetings 


aye! 


‘ncreased in attendance and power; for the Chols 
love to sing—so much so that the believers among 
them are called “the singers.” Gradually groups of 
“singers” were formed in many remote villages. Mean- 
while, living year after year in a crude hut, constantly 
watched by curious eyes, helping her neighbors in 
their joys and sorrows, Evelyn Woodward continued 
her study of the language and began to teach the peo- 
ple to read. About the time she had the translation 
of St. Mark ready for printing she brought to the vil- 
lage a new partner, her husband, Wilbur Aulie, also 
a Wycliffe Translator. With his accordion he became 
a very welcome helper in the singing meetings. 

Meanwhile groups of men from various remote 
villages would come over the mountains “asking a 
favor.” Would the teacher come to their village? 
They wanted a teacher, not just anyone, but one who 
would teach their children about God. If no teacher 
could go to them, delegations would come to the 
Sunday services in the towns and take back to the 
home folks the new inspiration. 

Then at last the printed Gospel of Mark came from 
the printer. Let the Rev. J. R. Kempers of the Re- 
formed Church in America tell of the service in 
February of this year, when the little bright-colored 
books were dedicated: 

The Chol Indians of northern Chiapas, Mexico have 
turned to the Gospel in what almost resembles a mass 
movement. In colonies where there is but one believer one 
year, there may be eighty families a few years hence. Little 
spiritual growth could be expected of these new Christians, 
who are nearly all monolingual, without Bible knowledge. 


Preaching has been going on for some years, translating 
the Spanish text offhand, but this has meant slow growth. 


For Church-School Teachers and Officers 


Durinc the first half of 1949 the Uniform Lessons will present the life 
of Christ as found in the Four Gospels. 

Among the many handy forms in which the Society offers the 
Scriptures is a little volume bound in imitation leather and containing 
the Four Gospels in the King James Version, printed in large, readable 
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type. The book is pocket-size and only 3¢ of an inch thick. 

Although the cost of a single volume of this edition is 25c, the Society 
is offering this attractively bound volume in unbroken carton lots of 
100 for $20, delivered direct from the printer. 

Orders should be sent to the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New 
York 22, N.Y., or to the nearest Depository as listed in the advertise- 
ment on the back cover. 


The arrival of the translation of the Gospel of Mark, 
expertly printed and beautifully bound, called for a special - 
service. The Reformed Church of America cooperates with» 
the Mexican National Presbyterian Church in this area. 
The missionaries, with the cooperation of translators of the - 
Wycliffe group, held an annual Bible Institute among the 
Chols in Tumbala in February. This provided the occasion — 
for the dedication of the printed Gospels of Mark. ; 

Four hundred Chol believers took up every inch of 
standing room in the chapel. A chapter was read from 
the new translation, Chol hymns were sung, a sermon was 
preached, a dedicatory prayer was offered and, as a com- 
plete surprise for Mrs. Evelyn Aulie, the gifted Wycliffe i 
translator to whose diligence and consecration we owe this — 
translation, a representative of the Chol congregation, as 
also a ladino elder of the Consistory of the mother Mexi- 
can Church, publicly thanked Mrs. Aulie for her labor of © 
love. : 

In the ten-day Institute which followed, twenty Chols- 
were able to read the Gospel; and three other reading 
classes at different stages of progress were held simultane- 
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ously. 

Sometimes the Gospel is translated into a language of a 
tribe with practically no professing believers. In the case 
of the Chols there are more than a thousand professed 
followers of Christ who eagerly waited for the Scriptures 
in their own dialect to arrive. 


All this is only a beginning. Mr. and Mrs. Aulie 
are still on the field. Among their chief interests are 
the conduct of literacy work and further translation 
of the Gospels. 

What a promising start has been made. Who 
knows but what in a few years this whole tribe of 
mountain people may be won to Christ and sing- 
ing their way into the hearts of neighbor tribes 
for Him. 
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P Bible Seals in the Sunday Schools 


How your Sunday School can help in a practical way to get More Bibles 


into outstretched hands around the World 


BY RAE HOWARD SERIO 


ECAUSE of the tremendous demand for Bibles in 
'Germany, Japan and other Scripture-famished 
eas of the world the Society asked various Sunday 
nools across the country to sponsor the sale of Bible 
ls. The seals come in sheets of 100 for $1 (one 
lar will provide 1 Bible or 3 New Testaments or 
Gospel portions). Nineteen different denomina- 
ems having 35,000 Sunday schools were invited to 
rticipate. Of this number approximately 2,000 
nools undertook the project. 

‘The selling of the Bible Seals started at the con- 
rience of the local Sunday schools and ran for a 
iod of two weeks, covering three Sundays. On the 


Richard Gratton gets his prize Bible 


ening Sunday of the project each pupil of the 
1 received one sheet of Seals, or more if so de- 
d. As a rule it was found unwise to tear the sheets 
to small divisions, but rather have each child feel 
sponsible for disposing of at least one whole sheet 
Seals. The Seals were placed in a plain envelope 
id given to the child with the leaflet “One World, 
e Book” or a mimeographed letter from the 
perintendent telling the parents and friends of the 
precedented and truly tremendous global demand 
r Scriptures. The second Sunday was used to re- 
ive funds from the sale of the Seals and to replenish 
e pupils’ supply. The third and final Sunday closed 
e€ project. ) 

In every Sunday school where the Bible-Seal proj- 
t was undertaken, a Bible with the winner’s name 
agraved on it was given to the youngster selling the 
gest number of Seals. In case of a tie two Bibles 
sere given. To date 288 Bibles have been sent as 
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gifts from the Society to children selling ten or more 
sheets of Bible Seals. 

Richard Gratton, a pupil of the Hazelwood Christ- 
ian Bible School, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania sold $42 
worth of Seals. ‘This is the largest quantity sold by a 
single pupil this year. Honorable mention must also 
go to Lois Archibald of the same Sunday school, as 
she came in second in the contest. 

Each superintendent was given a list of the areas 
around the world where Scriptures were desperately 
needed. Each Sunday school was given the privilege 
of designating its contribution to any area. All funds 
received by the sale of these Bible Seals are being 
used to provide God’s Word to the millions of people 
who today are without the comforting faith and 
assurance which the Bible instills into the hearts of 
all who read it. 

The Society is offering this project as a concrete 
way in which Christian young people may become 
acquainted with this great Agency and early in life 
be encouraged to share in spreading the Word of God. 

It isn’t too late for your Sunday school to partici- 
pate. Seals are still available. You may fill in the 
coupon and mail it promptly to the Society. Unused 
Seals may be returned to the Society. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
(Attention Miss Serio) 
45 Astor Place, New York 3, N. Y. 


Sunday-school Bible Seal Project 


Please send us the following: 
Sheets of Bible Seals 
Leaflets for distribution 

(Send to) Name 

Address 

Name of Church......-..--------s-0s--- 


Denomination ..-2--0:22c aopbs i --]-} poe peepee nee cee eeceeeeenecetees 
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The BOOK of | 
ALL NATIONS 


The Bible’s Day 


DECEMBER 12, 1948 


HE “‘Bible’s Day” comes annually to most of the 
Protestants of America on the second Sunday of 
December, for many years designated as Universal 
Bible Sunday. This is the mountain-peak day of the 
year for lifting up the importance of the Bible, the need 
for copies of the Scriptures and wider use of the Book. 
There was a grandmother who caused her children 
worry. One said, “‘What shall we do about ‘Gram’? 
She just sits hour after hour, day after day, rocking 
quietly and reading from the Bible in her lap.’’ One 
of the grandchildren, a pupil in grade school, sug- 
gested: ‘‘Maybe she is cramming for her finals!’ 

There is no better way to cram for the final exam- 
inations of life than by continued meditation on God’s 
Word. Daily bread for grandmas, mothers, their 
daughters and sons, means something more than the 
food each eats. It means the hours spent reading the 
Scriptures and assimilating their inspiration and 
comfort. 

A painting of Christ has been unearthed in a small 
Manhattan auction shop—torn, dusty, deteriorated. 
A devout Christian was impressed with this unusual 
portrait of Jesus, still intact in its main features, pur- 
chased it for an insignificant price and took the oil 
canvas home. After study he discovered that the 
work was done in modern Hebrew letters spelling 
out passages of the New Testament. 

The painting was carefully restored, but the name 
of the artist was not uncovered. After years of faithful, 
engrossing labor this portrait of Jesus had been com- 
pleted not by the usual mode of lines, curves and 
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Lies 


strokes by the hairs of the painter’s brush, but by 
thousands upon thousands of Hebraic letters, microy 
scopic in size, copying out the Gospel message into 
the pattern of Christ’s likeness. So may we appear 
more Christlike by the very weaving of the recorded 


words of His teaching into our daily practice! — os 


WORLDWIDE BIBLE READING 


Are you one of the millions of people who on 
Thanksgiving Day started the selections for World- 
wide Bible Reading? If not, join in now, and read up 
the passages you have missed. Here is the list: | 


\ 


THANKSGIVING TO CHRISTMAS 


Thanksgiving, November 25 Psalms 103 


Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday, November 28 


| Monday 


Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday, December 5 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 


Sunday, December 12, 
Bible Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 


Psalms 90 
Psalms 91 
Psalms 23 
Ephesians 6 
Philippians 4 
John 17 
Revelation 21 
Psalms 121 
Psalms 27 
SActssia 
John 15 
Hebrews 11 
Romans 12 

- John 3 
Romans 8 
John 14 


Matthew 13 
Luke 14 
Luke 15 
Luke 16 


1 Corinthians 13 

Isaiah 55 

John 1 

Mark 4 

Matthew 5 

Matthew 6 

Matthew 7 

Isaiah 2:1—5; 9: 1-7 
Isaiah 11: 1-9; 40: 1-11 
Matthew 2 


Thursday 
Friday 


Saturday 

Sunday, December 19 
Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Christmas, December 25 


To complete reading to New Year's, December 26-31, add o 
the following: Sunday, Dec. 26, 1 Corinthians 3; Monday, Isaiah 
53; Tuesday, II Timothy 2; Wednesday, Psalms 46; Thursday} 
Habakkuk 3; Friday, Psalms 7. 


If you want to follow a list of daily Readings for 1949, ash 


quest copies from 
American Bible Society, Dept. U 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
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your minister, write to your denominational headquarters, or re# 


EMBERS’ FORUM 


nnual Membership in the Society is secured through 
gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
»e Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
rectorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
ll be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
mndence from members and devote this page in each 


me to that purpose. | 


©” ‘ 
om Chicago, Illinois: 

While I was doing deputation work for the Far 
sstern Gospel Crusade a few weeks ago, a lady at 
= door of the church in which I was speaking asked 
pat I send you the enclosed $5 for Bibles for Japan. 

m hereby inclosing the money for that purpose. 

We are happy to say that the Lord has wonderfully 
sssed the work of the Gospel Crusade during the 
st year... . Hundreds are being saved in Japan 
der the leadership of our missionaries. How we 
aise the Lord for these good reports of salvation for 
t former enemies! 


om Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: 


T enclose check for fifty dollars. I would gladly give 


I am ninety-three, and with no relatives except 
distant cousins who live far from here. But I am never 
lonely or unhappy. I wait for the signal to go to the 
ship that is waiting for me. 

I am praying that vast, cold Russia may become a 
Christian nation. 


From Sharon, Connecticut: 


When I read through the July Record and saw the 
terrible need for Bibles, and as I haven’t the chance 
to get “‘members,” the Lord laid on my heart to 
make a sacrificial gift; so 1 am sending you my 
August wages [the gift was $100.—Ed.| with a prayer | 
that the Lord will add His blessing. I, too, believe 
the time is now. May God richly bless your work! 


From Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: 


The latest Record is inspiring. Am waging a time 
crusade. Have given it to the rector of our church, 
who feels as I do. Have also invoked the aid of the 
president of the youth organization, whose serious 
eyes proclaimed his interest. Please send me every 
help you have to making the need known. This is 
vital. It is evangelism in its essence. There is magic 
in believing. I am saying that every Bible, ‘Testament, 


etc. will find its home. It is His will—on earth as it is 


we if I could. 


. 
e 
- 


in heaven. 
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December Radio Programs 


Secretary Stifler will be heard for two 
onths each Tuesday morning, begin- 
ng December 7, in a series of nine talks 
. the popular program “Faith in Our 
me,” featuring gospel songs by Harvey 
arding and heard at 10:15 E.S.T. over 
= Mutual Broadcasting System (except 
OR, New York City). As certain 
ations reproduce the program by tran- 
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scription at other hours, listeners should 
call their local Mutual network station 
to ascertain the hour. The topics for the 
first month will be: December 7, The 
World’s Oldest Hymn Book; December 14, 
Four Pamphlets on One Subject; December 
21, Make My Christmas Christian; Decem- 
ber 28, The Spirit of ’49. 


All the networks will carry special pro- 
grams celebrating Universal Bible Sun- 
day. On the National Broadcasting Com- 
pany’s “Public Affairs” Roundtable, 
heard on the network at 12:15 P.M., 
E.S.T., and on WNBC in New York at 
1:45 P.M., Saturday, December 11, Rad- 
cliff Hall will interview Secretary Clay- 
pool, Dr. H. C. Tucker, for 47 years the 
Society’s Secretary in Brazil, and Dra 
Matsumoto, Christian leader from Hiro- 
shima, Japan. On the American Network 
Secretary Cropp will interview the Chiefs 
of Chaplains of the Army and the Navy 
on the spiritual guidance being given to 
our newly enlisted men. Consult papers 
for the exact time of this program. The 
Columbia Network will present Dr. El- 
mer J. P. Arndt in a special address on 
the Bible on “The Church of the Air” at 
10:00 A.M., E.S.T., Sunday morning, 
December 12. The episode scheduled for 
the “Greatest Story Ever Told” on the 
American Network at 6:30 P.M., ES. 1. 
on Sunday evening, December 12, will 
stress the need and the value of Scripture 
reading. Hundreds of local stations will 


carry special programs during the week 
preceding December 12. Listen in! 


* OK 
October Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and thirty-third year was held 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, on Thursday, October 7, 
1948, at 3:30 p.m., President Daniel 
Burke, LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Mr. H. R. Kenner. 

The death on September 17 of Mr. 
Howard Whittemore was reported and 
the following Memorial Minute adopted: 


Howard Whittemore 


The Board of Managers of the American 
Bible Society records with a deep sense of 
loss the death of its fellow member, Mr. 
Howard Whittemore, of Rye, New York, 
on Friday, September 17, in his 84th year. 

Mr. Whittemore became a member of 
the Board of Managers of the American 
Bible Society in April 1927, serving on the 
National Distribution Committee, of which 
he was for many years its honored Chair- 
man, and also on the Ways and Means 
Committee and the Committee of General 
Reference. He attended the meetings of the 
Committees and the Board with great regu- 
larity and took a deep interest in all the ac- 
tivities of the Society. Mr. Whittemore 
served as an elder in the Rye Presbyterian 
Church for nearly 40 years, and as clerk of 


157 


the session for. a large part of that time. He 
was president of the Westchester County 


Bible Society for 21 years. 

Mr. Whittemore was the visible embodi- 
ment of what Church leaders mean when 
they speak of the ideal Christian layman. 
Upon many occasions he was the elected 
representative of the Rye Presbyterian 
Church at the meetings of the Presbytery of 
Westchester, serving on the Board of Trus- 
tees and important committees. He was 
elected many times delegate to the Synod of 
New York and commissioner to the high 
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court of the Presbyterian Church, the Gen- 
eral Assembly. : 

He maintained an outstanding interest in 
the worldwide mission of the Church and 
was a loyal supporter of the benevolences of 
his own church, both in days of depression 
and days of prosperity. He has strengthened 
many a faint heart by his zeal and loyalty 
to the cause of missions. 

The sympathy of the Board is extended 
to his sister, Miss Florence Whittemore, of 
Rye, with whom he made his home, and his 
brother, Norman C. Whittemore, retired 
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